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coast itself, comprising the keys of the Persian Gulf, added to
the excellent harbours which everywhere indent its shore, that
give to the people and government a definite and peculiar
character.

At a very early period this part of Arabia received its first
known colonists from Yemen. These belonged, it would appear,
not to Himyar but to the Kahtanee tribes, previous to their
admixture with any foreign element of descent. The principal
family whose chiefs headed the original settlement was, according
to 'Omanee tradition, that of the Ya'aribah, and their descendants
maintained the uninterrupted though by no means the unlimited
"sovereignty of 'Oman till the beginning of the eighteenth century,
when the last of these rulers, Seyf-ebn-Sultan by name, was
dethroned by Ahmed-ebn-Sa'eed. This latter, himself of the
Grhafaree family, but allied by marriage with the Ya'aribah
whom he supplanted, having by his skilful valour delivered his
country from the Persian yoke, imposed on it by Takee-ed-Deen,
was in return proclaimed king by his grateful fellow-citizens
assembled at Mascat. A brief contest ensued with the partisans
of the old dynasty; Ebn-Sa'eed prevailed, and ultimately
obtained the mastery of the entire kingdom ; while the Ya'aribah
had henceforth to content themselves with a local authority
over their family domains, situated in Djebel-Akhdar, where
they still enjoy unmolested feudal rights analogous to those
of the Campbells in the Western Islands, powerful chiefs of
a clan.

The Ghafaree no less than the Ya'aribah, claim direct genea-
logical descent from Kahtan himself, the Odin of Arabia; and
the authentic population of 'Oman boasts a cognate though not
equally royal origin. Djelandee, Tho'al, 'Adra, Yeshhar, and
other tribes of the great Kahtanee family, seem to have resorted
hither at a very early date; from the Djelandee sprung the
Benoo-Kyam, who inhabit the heights above Nezwah. But over
and above these first tenants of the soil other tribes of northerly
or Ismaelitic lineage have in process of time incorporated them-
selves with the Kahtanee stock. The numerous clan of Fezarah,
driven from Nejed by the unceasing hostilities of Kelab and
Tarneem, have taken up here their principal abode, and from
them comes no inconsiderable part of the sea-coast population.